Senate Statement on Academic Freedom

The University's value as an institution of learning depends upon its ability and its determination to challenge, revise and renew accepted ideas, its encouragement of vigorous debate, and its support for the development and testing of theories. For the University to fulfill this role, its academic staff must have the right and duty to exercise their own professional judgment in engaging in teaching and research, and to disseminate the results of that research, without undue interference from governments, the University’s administration, the media, private corporations and other organisations.

Academic freedom includes the right and duty of staff to:

· Carry out research and disseminate and publish the results in a timely way.

· Play a significant role in determining the curriculum and the standards and methods of teaching.

· Read broadly and without fear of being judged on what they read.

Researchers and teachers at Macquarie University are bound by high academic standards, including a commitment to intellectual honesty, rigour in the construction of arguments, and the appropriate use of evidence. The maintenance of these standards is especially important when staff comment in public forums outside the university, including the media. Academics are not in the privileged position of being able to say whatever occurs to them on any matter whatsoever, nor are they entitled to inflict gratuitous damage on others, but when they act with high professional standards, researchers and teachers should be free to challenge the most fundamental values and beliefs of society in the spirit of open inquiry. 

Students and staff should be able, however, to expect that their right to hold values of their own choosing will be respected even when those values are being questioned.  Academic freedom carries associated responsibilities to exercise professional care and competence in the conduct of teaching and research, to subject academic work to the critical scrutiny of others, to consider the impact that one’s work may have on others, and not to impinge on the ability of others to engage freely in teaching and learning, research, and academic debate.

Academic freedom is fundamental to the academic work of the University itself.  It is also emblematic of the values that the University stands for and strives to cultivate in the wider society. Teachers and researchers can only fulfill their obligation to society in a context of academic freedom. More than this, however, since the University stands for, promotes and defends the right and need of all people to have access to open debate, academic freedom is the enactment of the University's commitment to society.

NOTE
This is a statement about Academic Senate’s views concerning academic freedom.  It is not designed to be a policy document, and it should be read in conjunction with other documents, such as the Enterprise Agreement and the University’s media policy. 
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